Glomerular deposits of rheumatoid factor in glomerulonephritis.
One hundred and forty-four kidney biopsy specimens with various forms of glomerulonephritis were studied to assess the presence of Rheumatoid Factor (RF) deposits. RF deposits were found in 21 specimens: six with acute post-streptococcal glomerulonephritis, two with crescentic glomerulonephritis, four with lupus nephritis, eight with essential mixed cryoglobulinaemia glomerulonephritis, and one with end-stage kidney disease. Blocking and elution studies carried out on specimens with essential mixed cryoglobulinaemia provided evidence that the RF deposits derive from circulating monoclonal RF. This data suggests that RF participates in the formation of glomerular immune deposits in several forms of immune complex mediated glomerulonephritis.